DISGRACE   ABOUNDING
couldn't think why he had done it, he was just a simple sort of
chap and didn't understand these things at all, really, actually.
To me, that didn't seem to help much. First, I had the feeling
that in his big, clumsy, bless-the-lad way he had blurted out the
truth; and secondly I gathered that not to know anything about
anything was a great qualification for Ministerial office in England
anyway, so why apologize?
Assume this motive of class antagonism to be present among
those who rule us, assume them to be possessed by the idea that the
Fascist dictatorships are the enemies of the working-class masses
and the friends of the wealthy classes, and must therefore not be
destroyed, and you can understand everything that has happened
in Europe. No other explanation fits.
Take that one, and the right-about-turn, immediately the
1935 election was won, in the Abyssinian affair becomes explicable.
Mussolini must be allowed to win. Apply that explication to the
Spanish* affair, and it becomes comprehensible. Franco, the
proteg6 of Mussolini and Hitler, must be allowed to win. Apply it
again to Czechoslovakia, and it fits again. Hitler must be allowed
to win. The Fascist dictators have never tampered with private
property; if they were discomfited you might get peasant and
working-class movements springing up here and there.
Apply another test. Among the ruling classes in England there
is, as far as I can discern, no compassion for Abyssinians, none for
Spanish women and children machine-gunned as they wait in a
bread queue, none for destitute and hopeless Czech and German
refugees. Express & word of compassion for such people and a
dozen bishops, peers, baronets and colonels will write to the news-
papers to prove that they are 'Reds', After a letter, to which I
have already alluded, appeared in The Times pleading that
50,000 dead Chinese ought to be worth more * compassion than
one persecuted Jew a colonel replied that 'the Chinese after all
can capitulate'. My daily newspaper, as I write, tells me that
Franco has announced his intention to bomb 200 defenceless
towns, has been machine-gunning those women in the bread
queues; in anothfer corner I read $f an air raid which has killed
358

